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January 8th 2007
DUALLING A40 A WASTE OF MONEY

Calls for the dualling of the A40 between St Clears and Haverfordwest have been rejected as an environmentally harmful waste of money by the Pembrokeshire branch of Friends of the Earth.

Responding to a report that the Pembrokeshire County Council cabinet would today be discussing a motion to recommend the dualling of the A40 between Haverfordwest and St Clears, the group stated that the estimated cost of building the road has now more than quadrupled to £324million from the original estimate of £70 million six years ago. The group also state that the new road would only reduce the journey time by about six minutes and could do more economic harm than good.
Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth spokesman, Gordon James, said:

“The cost of building dual carriageways was recently estimated to be over £16 million per mile1. This would put the cost of a dual carriageway between St Clears and Haverfordwest at £324 million, over four times the original estimate of £70 million. And the end result of this massive expenditure would be a saving of just six minutes on the journey. 

“There is also evidence that the proposed new road2 would be a double-edged sword causing economic harm as well as benefit. The Government’s expert advisers have warned that good roads can harm the economy of an area by allowing its needs to be met more conveniently from outside the area3. 

“The experience of the A55 in north Wales supports this viewpoint4. There have been complaints that motorists now speed through en route to Ireland by-passing the local shops, garages and tourist attractions. The area can also now be serviced quicker from outside thus closing local distribution depots while local people can travel out of the area easier to shop in towns like Liverpool and Chester.”
Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth also warn of the harmful environmental effect of the proposed dualling and challenge the claims made about safety improvements.
“New roads generate greater volumes of traffic and noise, and increase emissions of the pollutants and gases that harm health and cause climate change. As climate change is the greatest threat we face this century, all efforts should be made to reduce the emissions that are causing it. 
“A recent study5 also shows that levels of congestion on surrounding roads are likely to increase, creating more problems. The roads of Pembrokeshire and Carmarthenshire would become busier with further calls for new road building which would again increase traffic levels, pollution and noise.

“Official figures6 show that between 1991 and 2003 the number of both accidents and fatalities per mile were less on the A40 between St Clears and Haverfordwest than on the dual carriageway from St Clears to Carmarthen. 
“We support the Welsh Assembly Government’s plan to upgrade the A40 with a number of improvements that should also specifically focus on road safety. This is a better economic and environmental option than building a costly and unnecessary dual carriageway.”
ENDS

For further information phone Gordon James on 01437 563670 or 07712038591
NOTES

1. The Guardian newspaper reported on December 13th 2006 that “according to a recent parliamentary answer, the average cost of building a mile of new motorway has risen to £29.9m and a mile of dual carriageway costs £16.2 million”.

2. Friends of the Earth Cymru revealed in April 2004 that a new dual carriageway would have to be built alongside the A40 as plans to adapt the existing A40 were no longer possible because of safety and alignment problems. This increased the projected cost from £70m to £155m. The organisation had obtained the information from the Welsh Transport Forum and the proceedings of a Welsh Assembly Economic Development Committee meeting.
3. The Government’s expert transport advisory body, the Standing Committee on Trunk Road Assessment (SACTRA), stated in its report, ‘Transport and the Economy’(2004), that “studies in economic geography confirm that there is no guarantee that transport improvements will benefit the local or regional economy at only one end of the route….roads operate in two directions and in some circumstances the benefits will accrue to other competing regions.” Similarly, in 1994 the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution warned, in their report entitled ‘Transport and the Environment’, that “good roads can sometimes speed the decline of less prosperous areas by allowing their needs to be met conveniently from sources outside the area.”
4. In 1998, for instance, it was announced that the Post Office would close sorting depots at Rhyl, Bangor and Colwyn Bay, with the loss of jobs, because the areas could now be serviced quickly along the A55 from Chester. Around the same time, British Gas closed a north Wales depot to relocate to Chester while Northern Foods centralised operations to Warrington. The speed with which the major shopping centres of Chester, Liverpool and Manchester could now be reached from north Wales has led to an increase in the use of these centres at the expense of the local shops. The Western Mail reported on February 11th 1998: “With an improved transport infrastructure, especially the A55 dual carriageway coastal road, people living in Denbighshire can be in cities like Manchester and Liverpool within an hour. The effect has been that retailers in places like Ruthin and Denbigh have witnessed an exodus of once reliable shoppers to out-of-town shopping complexes and to large English cities.”  This phenomenon has been described by a University of Bangor study – ‘Development at What Price? Economic and Spatial Peripherality in North West Wales (1993) by G.Day and D.Jones - as “opposite of the trickle down effect, as expenditure leaches from the area”. The road improvement was also considered to adversely affect tourism as visitors were less likely to stay overnight as the area became quicker to access on the dualled A55. The Director of the Snowdonia National Park Society, Rory Francis, has stated: “The increasing trend towards day visits to Snowdonia following the completion of the A55 is threatening to do real damage to the economy of north west Wales”. An indication of another possible adverse impact of dualling on tourism was given in a study commissioned by the South West Wales Regional Partnership in 2004. This concluded that, far from acting as a repellent to tourism, the slow roads west of St Clears lent charm to the area. After the final leg of the A55, across Anglesey, was completed at a cost of £100m in February 2000, similar complaints were heard. On October 20th 2000, the Western Mail carried an article entitled, ‘New Road has adversely affected traders’, that gave the results of a survey of businesses along the old A5 route. According to Huw Griffith, head of economic development at Isle of Anglesey County Council: “Analysis of impact by area shows that almost two-thirds of businesses located directly on the route of the A55 have been negatively affected by the A55 bypass.” The new dualled A55 made it easier for travellers to speed through the area on route to Ireland rather than stop off to spend money locally. Despite the promise of economic benefits from the building of the A55 dual carriageway, the economy of Anglesey remains weak with a GDP of just 64% of the national average in 2004 but with a massive increase of 41% in traffic, and associated polluting emissions, in six years. Pembrokeshire risks replicating this experience in the event of the A40 dualling being approved.
5. ‘Beyond Transport Infrastructure’ by Lilli Matson, Ian Taylor, Lynn Sloman and John Elliott, published by CPRE and the Countryside Agency (CA). The full report is being posted on CPRE's website, www.cpre.org.uk/publications/index.htm , and on the CA's website at www.countryside.gov.uk/LAR/Landscape/PP/planning/research.asp .
6. Figures provided by the Statistical Directorate of the Welsh Assembly.
