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A40 DUALLING WOULD INCREASE TRAFFIC, NOISE AND POLLUTION

Campaigners opposing plans to dual the A40 between Haverfordwest and St Clears claim that new research supports their concerns about increased levels of traffic and pollution.

According to a new study, commissioned by CPRE and the Countryside Agency [1], new roads lead to much faster traffic growth than forecast. In addition to the higher traffic levels on the new roads, extra traffic also flows onto neighbouring roads, increasing congestion. 
Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth’s transport spokesperson, Ellie Clegg, said:

“This study confirms our fears that a dual carriageway between Haverfordwest and St Clears would increase the problems associated with traffic rather than solve them. It would generate greater volumes of traffic and noise, and would increase emissions of the pollutants and gases that harm health and cause climate change.
“The study also shows that levels of congestion on surrounding roads are likely to increase, creating more problems. The roads of Pembrokeshire would become busier with further calls for new road building which would again increase traffic levels, pollution and noise.
“We cannot build our way out of the problem of increased levels of traffic on our roads. Other policies, such as significant improvements in public transport and a greater reliance on locally produced goods, have to be given priority.”
The group is particularly concerned about the impact of traffic on climate change. Its energy spokesperson, Gordon James, said:

“Transport is the second largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in the UK and levels are continuing to rise.[2]

“Scientists have recently highlighted the threat that climate change is now posing for future generations. In order to reduce these impacts, we have to embrace policies that reduce harmful emissions from the transport sector. The option of carrying on as before is no longer available.”
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For further information phone Ellie Clegg on 01437 532757 Gordon James on 01437 563670
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1.  Beyond Transport Infrastructure by Lilli Matson, Ian Taylor, Lynn Sloman and John Elliott, published by CPRE and the Countryside Agency (CA). A summary report is available from CPRE's press office and the Countryside Agency's. A copy of the Executive Summary is available on request.  The full report is being posted on CPRE's website, www.cpre.org.uk/publications/index.htm , and on the CA's website at www.countryside.gov.uk/LAR/Landscape/PP/planning/research.asp .

 

2. The UK’s Fourth National Communication under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change – See Table 2.3 ‘Greenhouse gas emissions by source’ – produced by DEFRA (2006)
