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ASSEMBLY’S A 40 DECISION WELCOMED
The Welsh Assembly’s decision to support road improvements to the A40 in Pembrokeshire, as opposed to building a dual carriageway, has been welcomed by Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth.
 
Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth’s spokesperson, Gordon James, said: 
 
“We welcome the Welsh Assembly’s decision to back road improvements, as opposed to a dual carriageway, along the A40 in Pembrokeshire. 
 
“We support the building of the Robeston Wathen by-pass and a roundabout at Canaston Bridge as part of this improvement programme. 
 
“The choice of a three lane single carriageway (2 + 1) road is, we believe, the correct one as it will be cheaper and safer than a dual carriageway.  This will not be, as has been alleged in the past, the dangerous conventional three lane road but one that clearly separates traffic travelling in opposite directions. There is a danger with dual carriageway by-passes that drivers forget that they have returned to a single lane road once they have left the dualled section.
 
“We hope that the people of Robeston Wathen will now get the by-pass that they deserve.
 
“It has been estimated that a dual carriageway from St Clears to Haverfordwest would have only reduced journey times by about seven minutes. This minor time saving would have cost hundreds of millions of pounds, money that would be better spent on improving public transport and providing more funding for health and education. 
 
“Economically it would have been a double-edged sword. A faster road into the county would also have been a faster road out of the county for people to shop in towns like Carmarthen and Swansea, and a faster road through the county for tourists to head to Ireland and by-pass Pembrokeshire.
 
“It would also have generated extra traffic and increased emissions of greenhouse gases just at the time when we need to make every effort to reduce these.” 
 
ENDS
 
For further information phone Gordon James on 01437 563670 
 
 
 
 
 

 

