To the Editor, Western Telegraph, Haverfordwest

16-6-06
Dear Editor

David Attenborough told us, in his recent BBC TV Climate Change programmes, that manmade global warming is melting the Greenland ice sheet.  Unless mankind reduces emissions of climate changing gases such as carbon dioxide, this could eventually cause sea levels to rise by up to seven meters – twenty three feet.
The global implications are frightening.  Locally, for example, the communities of Dale and St Brides would pretty much cease to exist, with St Anne’s Head and Marloes parish becoming islands.  Riverside Haverfordwest, including the road & rail bridges, would be under water; you couldn't go shopping in the Milford retail park, because it - and the docks and the station - would be submerged.  The A 40?  Severed at Canaston Bridge, Whitland, St Clears and Carmarthen.  The railway line from Carmarthen through Llanelli and on to Gowerton: gone – and many of the settlements it serves.

Whatever we do now about carbon dioxide emissions, the Met Office says it is almost certain that the sea will rise 40 cm by 2080; also, more unstable weather is expected, so storm surges will make matters much worse.  Inevitably some housing and land will have to be abandoned, and a lot of money spent on coastal defences.  After then…?

As individuals, as citizens, as parents and grandparents, as workers, we all need to think how we can reduce our impact on the planet – at the very least to buy the future generations of every country more time to cope with enormous upheavals.  We have to reduce our dependence on oil, coal and gas by using energy less wastefully, using cleaner sources of energy such as biofuels, wind or solar power, and using the car less.

As voters we must ensure that our political representatives, understanding the seriousness of the situation, are prepared to break down any barriers and put in place meaningful measures for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

We welcome the attention that the Western Telegraph is drawing to these issues through its articles and its recent editorial: all our media need to encourage the public take positive action.

Yours sincerely

Christopher Jessop, Independent Energy Consultant - Tel: 01646 636789 

Gordon James, Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth – 01437 563670

Dr Brian John, Trustee, West Wales Eco Centre – 01239 820470

Jake Hollyfield, Director, West Wales Eco Centre – 01239 820235
