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LNG COMPANY SLAMMED BY TOP SCIENCE BODY

ExxonMobil, one of the companies developing the South Hook LNG facility, has been criticised by the UK’s top science body, the Royal Society, for presenting a “misleading and inaccurate view of the science of climate change”. The company has also been accused of providing funding to organisations that have “misrepresented the science of climate change by outright denial of the evidence”.
The criticisms have been made in a letter to Esso, the UK arm of ExxonMobil, by a senior manager at the Royal Society [1]. Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth has obtained a copy of the letter.

Gordon James, climate change spokesperson for the group, said:

“This is a damning criticism of the World’s most profitable company [2] by one of the World’s oldest and most prestigious scientific bodies. 
“For the Royal Society, this is an unprecedented move that reflects both the huge concern that scientists now have about the threat posed by climate change and the growing impatience with those that seek to misrepresent the most rigorous scientific research ever undertaken.”
ExxonMobil has long been the target of criticism by environmentalists who have accused the oil company of blocking efforts to tackle climate change, refusing to invest in renewable energy and having close links with the Bush administration (see: http://www.exxposeexxon.com/  and http://www.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,12374,1501646,00.html).
Gordon James continued:

“The efforts of some oil and coal companies to undermine the science of climate change has been well documented [3]. It’s disgraceful that these companies appear to be willing to put short-term profits before the future of our children.”
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NOTES
1. The Royal Society letter can be read in a link from the Guardian article at 

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,1876538,00.html
2. ExxonMobil recorded a profit of $36.1 billion last year, the biggest ever by any company in the world.  
3. See, for example, ‘The Carbon war’ by Jeremy Leggett, Allen Lane/The Penquin Press 
