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TRANSITION TOWNS – THE WAY AHEAD

The Transition Town movement is driven by the twin problems of peak oil and climate change. It seeks to help communities to move away from a dependency on fossil fuels and to reduce their carbon footprint. The approach is to develop and deliver a range of projects that will enable communities to be better prepared when they are faced by reduced availability of oil, and the resulting increased prices. 

What is peak oil?

Peak oil is the point at which half of the world’s cheap and easily extracted oil has been exploited. Once this point is reached there may follow a rapid decline in the supply of oil and, unless demand also falls, a swift increase in the price. Currently demand is rising rapidly. Some argue that there are huge reserves in the form of oil-rich sands and thus oil 
will never run out. However these reserves are expensive to exploit, requiring a great deal of
 energy, and proving costly in economic, environmental and social terms.

Estimates of when peak oil will be reached vary widely from 2003 to 2030. What is increasingly clear is that we need to address the potential impacts and mitigate their effects before we reach that point.

Many transition initiatives focus initially on bringing food production and supply back to the local level. Other schemes might include energy efficiency and renewable energy, health, local currencies and transport.
Since April this year several towns in Wales, for example Lampeter, Newport (Pembs) and St David’s, have started transition initiatives. We believe that Narberth is an ideal community to embark on such a project. Thanks to the work of many environmental and community groups, some foundations have already been laid, but there is much work to be done. Please get in touch if you’d like to support Transition Town Narberth, or if you’d like to start a transition initiative elsewhere in Pembrokeshire. See www.transitiontowns.org for more details.

TIDAL POWER OFF ST DAVIDS HEAD

We support, in principle, the use of marine energy to generate electricity. Climate change dictates that we switch from burning fossil fuels to cleaner forms of energy as soon as possible. Each application for marine energy has to be assessed individually and, provided there are no unacceptable environmental, safety or other impacts, we would support it. The proposal for tidal generators to be placed on the seabed off St David’s Head would be in an area that is important for wildlife. If the energy scheme can be shown to co-exist with the wildlife we should welcome it. It is easy to say no to new forms of energy. We see this happening all the time as schemes for wind, river hydro, wood, energy crops and other renewables are opposed. Meanwhile, the use of fossil fuels and the emission of carbon dioxide increase apace, casting a massive black cloud over the future of our children and grandchildren.


CLIMATE CHANGE DEMO 

There are still seats available on the minibus going from Crymych and Carmarthen to the Climate Change demonstration in London on Saturday 8th December. Contact Daniel Blackburn 01239 698237. 
A Pembrokeshire Eco-village?

A planning application was recently submitted by Lammas for an eco-village near Glandwr. On the planning officer’s recommendation, the committee refused the application, on the grounds that ‘some activities and structures on the site and potential traffic generation are not low impact’ and that ‘the proposal may not be able to provide sufficient livelihood for the residents without working off site’.

There were 117 responses in support of the proposal (100 from outside Pembrokeshire) and 90 objections (86 from local residents). Here, FoE members express their views. 

FOR…

Lammas have based their proposed settlement on the traditional Welsh smallholding model, but with the latest developments in environmental design, green technology and permaculture. For full details see www.lammas.org.uk.

Planning officers recognized that the settlement would make a positive environmental, economic and social contribution to the locality; it would blend into the landscape, and have no adverse visual impact. 

Lammas are proposing self-build low impact houses using a combination of recycled and natural materials. The site has its own spring for drinking water; they intend to produce all their own electricity from renewables (there is a water turbine system on site which they will renovate) and all organic waste will be composted on site. The proposed site is on degraded agricultural land, which will be cultivated using permaculture principles, greatly increasing its productivity.
One of their prime aims is to integrate into the local community. Lammas have met with local people and adapted their plans in response to concerns, reducing the number of households from 30 to 9. They hope to benefit the local economy by selling their produce and bringing visitors to the area who are interested in learning about low impact developments.

Lammas intend to reapply for permission and have been working hard to rewrite their proposal to satisfy the planning committee’s concerns. I hope they succeed.

AGAINST…

It is crucial that each of us lives in as ecologically responsible way as possible, but we are not in favour of the Lammas project as many of the proposals are unrealistic.

The scale of the development The current proposal is for 9 dwellings on 75 acres, but the vision is for a much larger settlement in time. The intention is thus for a high- not low-impact development. 
The chosen site The site is on an exposed hillside, with thin acidic soil and an annual rainfall of around 75 inches. This will make it hard for a family to be self-sufficient on the 5 acres they are allocated; local farmers struggle with hundreds of acres.

Income generation A campsite is proposed, but this reliance on tourism raises a question mark over the project’s ability to generate sufficient income from the land.

Infrastructure The site lacks appropriate access to roads, public transport and other services. 

Affordable housing The project does not meet local need for affordable housing. The dwellings are suitable only for people with the skills and commitment to live in this particular way. Current applicants are not local people seeking accommodation.

The balance of potential benefits with negative impact Planning officers stated that some aspects of the proposal raise concerns that may limit or outweigh their benefits; we would add that some are speculative, e.g. increasing economic vibrancy in the area.
A site with better climate, with communication links, nearer larger permanent settlements as well as other tourist attractions would seem more likely to succeed – and be more ecologically sound.


STOP LNG WASTE

The proposed LNG (liquefied natural gas) power station at Pembroke would waste large quantities of heat – equivalent to over half of Wales’ electricity consumption. It would also emit up to six million tonnes of CO2 a year. By using CHP (combined heat and power) systems, where waste heat would be used at neighbouring oil refineries and to re-gasify the LNG from the tankers, CO2 emissions could be significantly reduced. CHP is common practice in some other European countries. More information can be found in the FoE Cymru briefing paper, ‘Sustainable Heat Around Milford Haven’, which is available from Gordon James on 01437 563670. 

Action Point: Please write to the Energy Minister, Malcolm Wicks at the Department for Business, Enterprise & Regulatory Reform, 1 Victoria Street, London SW1H 0ET or email him at wicksm@parliament.uk. Please copy your letter or email to his Welsh equivalent, Jane Davidson, Sustainability Minister, The Welsh Assembly Government, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff, CF99 1NA or email Jane.Davisdon@wales.gov.uk. It’s better to write letters, as these politicians receive large numbers of emails, which can easily 
be deleted. 


AL GORE’S INCONVENIENT TRUTH

Earlier this year, FoE showed this Oscar-winning film to a packed house at Narberth Film Club. Recently, a High Court judge claimed that it contained nine errors of fact. Leading climate scientists quickly leapt to Al Gore’s defence. Two of these, Professor John Shepherd and Professor Chris Rapley, analysed each so-called error and concluded:

“In only three cases … can it realistically be argued that the film presents an overstated or unreasonable argument. In no case is there a scientific ‘error’ as such. To refer to ‘nine scientific errors’ is therefore itself a very considerable misrepresentation of the facts.” 

The legal case had been brought by a school governor from Kent. He had been funded by a Scottish quarrying magnate, Robert Durward, who has a strong anti-environmental agenda and is a founder member of The Scientific Alliance, which has tried to undermine the science of climate change and has networked with Exxon-funded groups in the USA and the UK. For an expose of these see www.spinwatch.org.


A40 DUALLING

Eighteen months ago a Government transport minister stated that the average cost of building a dual-carriageway is now over £15.3m a mile. This brings the cost of dualling the A40 between St Clears and Haverfordwest to £306m, over four times the original estimate of £70m. This would be a huge bill for a road that would:

· act as a double-edged economic sword, making it easier to travel out of and through Pembrokeshire, as well as into the county;

· cut travel time between St Clears and Haverfordwest by just six minutes;

· increase traffic levels, noise and emissions of greenhouse gases and other pollutants that harm health and the environment;

· divert limited transport budget funding away from public transport.

Figures on road safety from the Welsh Assembly Statistical Directorate support the anti-dualling case. Between 1991 and 2003, the numbers of both accidents and fatalities per mile were fewer on the A40 between St Clears and Haverfordwest than on the dual carriageway from St Clears to Carmarthen. The alternative proposal, put forward by FoE Cymru and accepted by the Welsh Assembly Government, to upgrade the existing road by measures such as a by-pass at Robeston Wathen, a roundabout at Canaston Bridge, special measures for slow-moving farm traffic and road safety improvements, would cost a lot less and result in far less CO2 being emitted. 

Action Point: Please let your AMs and MP know that you support upgrading the road but oppose dualling it. 


10 TIPS TO HELP PLANET EARTH
1. Save energy in your home  Phone your Energy Advice Centre on 0800 512 012, or visit www.energysavingtrust.org.uk for their Top Ten Energy Saving Measures.

2. Switch to green electricity  A full list of suppliers in your area can be found at www.greenelectricity.org.
3. Travel by public transport  CO2 emissions per passenger for train and bus are seven times lower than car travel at average occupancy. Advice on public transport in Wales can be obtained from Traveline Cymru on 0871 200 2233 or www.traveline-cymru.org.uk; for trains phone 0845 748 4950 or go to www.nationalrail.co.uk.
4. Recycle  Do all the household recycling you possibly can. See www.recyclenow.com for information on recycling in your area.

5. Shop locally  Local shops are more likely to buy local produce and use less energy, and they are likely to be more accessible by walking or cycling rather than by car. 

6. Lobby politicians  Contact your local councillors, Assembly Members, MPs and MEPs to let them know you want action on climate change now. Urge your MP to demand that the Government sets an annual CO2 reduction target of at least 3% a year in the Climate Change Bill, as asked for by Friends of the Earth’s Big Ask campaign.
7. Renewable Energy  Install your own small-scale renewable energy system such as solar panels or wind turbines. Grants are available from the Low Carbon Building Programme: www.lowcarbonbuildings.org.

8. Drive Slower  Driving at 50mph instead of 70mph can reduce fuel consumption and emissions by up to 30%. 

9. Cheaper healthier cleaning  Add lemon juice (59p/250ml), soda crystals (51p/kg) and bicarbonate of soda (44p/200g) to your shopping basket to get your taps sparkling, dissolve grease and shift stains.

10. Avoid flying  It’s easy to get to anywhere in Europe by train. One call to Rail Europe on 0870 8371 371 should tell you all you need to know.

WASTE: A Burning Issue

You may not be aware that the South West Wales Regional Waste Group is currently consulting on the management of waste in this region.

Milford Haven and Haverfordwest are among sites being considered for the location of waste incinerators, and we understand these are likely to be run privately, for profit. European comparisons indicate that privately owned and managed incinerators are often of a lower specification and have a higher level of emissions than public incinerators.

What’s more, there is a real concern that in the haste to avoid land-fill fines, incineration will be seen as the easiest and cheapest option and that insufficient consideration and priority will be given to alternative means of treating waste and recycling.

Action Point: Complete the questionnaire on www.walesregionalwasteplans.gov.uk. Express your concerns by email to ourwastechallenge@hyderconsulting.com or by post to Hyder Consulting, HCL House, St Mellons Business Park, Cardiff CF3 0EY.
The deadline in each case is 24th December.

FoE information on incineration and other waste issues can be found here: www.foe.co.uk/resource/media_briefing/
up_in_smoke.pdf


Or here:

www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/waste/
resource/campaigners.html

Pembrokeshire FoE Contact Info

Post: c/o Span Arts

Town Moor, 

Narberth SA67 7AG

Website: www.foepembrokeshire.co.uk
Telephone: 07800789930 

Members Survey -- Where to next?

Dear Member

We have recently agreed on our current priority areas for action. National priorities include

· Climate change

· Waste

· Public transport vs road building

· Biodiversity
These link to important local campaigns including

· LNG power station: we are campaigning for the best use of this energy by combined heat and power

· Against oil and gas drilling off the Pembrokeshire Coast

· A40 improvement not dualling

· Improvements in recycling and waste management in Pembrokeshire

Do you agree with this list? Yes/no 

Please comment:

Can you suggest any other initiatives or activities for the group?

Our work involves a range of tasks, including lobbying, campaigning, writing contributions to the newsletters, and organising meetings. If you feel able to contribute to the work of the group in anyway please let us know your

Name





Tel No

Email 

Your area of interest or expertise
RETURN to Pembs FOE c/o Span Arts Town Moor, Narberth SA67 7AG



Or complete online at www.foepembrokeshire.co.uk
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