Oil Rigs Keep Out

The seas and islands off the west Wales coast are a wildlife treasure. Birds as varied as puffins, manx shearwaters, gannets and red-throated divers share the Gulf Stream warmed waters with bottlenose dolphins, harbour porpoises, grey seals and whales. 

In recognition of this, the government has designated three areas – the Pembrokeshire Islands and two sections of Cardigan Bay – as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs). Yet, it seems that this counts for nothing if our political masters and their business bedfellows scent oil or gas under the sea bed. 

Earlier this year, energy minister Malcolm Wicks invited companies to submit bids, in the 24th Round of offshore petroleum licensing, to explore for oil and gas in UK coastal waters. No areas were excluded because of their environmental importance. The outcome is that applications have been received to drill in three areas close to the west Wales coast.  

Friends of the Earth Cymru, along with Friends of Cardigan Bay and the Whale and Dolphin Society, have reacted angrily demanding that the energy minister rejects the applications. 

Oil rigs must be kept out of these areas and climate change demands that we exploit cleaner alternatives to fossil fuels rather than plunder wildlife treasures in pursuit of black gold.   

Action Point 1 – Write to Malcolm Wicks, Minister for Energy, DTI, 1 Victoria Street, London, SW1 0ET or email him at: mpst.wicks@dti.gsi.gov.uk to urge him to refuse to grant licences to explore for oil and gas in Blocks 107/21, 107/22 and 106/30 near the west Wales coast. 

Additional points to make to the minister:

· The OSPAR Convention annual report of 2002-03 states that routine and accidental discharges from oil and gas rigs in European waters amounted to over 9,000 tonnes of oil in 2001

· The Environmental Data Services report of September 1997 stated that the offshore oil industry is a major discharger (2,000 tonnes a year) of alkyl phenol ethoxylates (APEs). These are oestrogenic chemicals known to disrupt fish reproduction.

· A 1996 study by John Goold, a research fellow at the University of Wales in Bangor, showed that dolphins were frightened out of the area at the time of seismic surveys for oil and gas deposits under the sea bed. 

· In 1998, President Clinton extended a ban on offshore drilling for 10 more years and banned forever drilling in marine sanctuaries because of its harmful impact on the marine environment and the economy.  One of the main attractions for tourists coming to west Wales is the marine wildlife. 

· Improving energy efficiency standards could easily remove the need to drill for fuels in environmentally important areas.

Action Point 2 – Write to the Welsh Assembly Government’s Environment Minister, Carwyn Jones AM, at  The Welsh Assembly, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff CF991NA or email him at: carwyn.jones@wales.gov.uk urging him to oppose these applications on environmental grounds. The Welsh Assembly Government has responsibility for the natural environment in Wales and for safeguarding Special Areas of Conservation within Welsh waters.
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