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WASTE LESS, RECYCLE MORE BUT DON’T BURN

Pembrokeshire should have stronger policies for reducing, reusing and recycling waste and should reject incineration. These are the recommendations of a response by Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth to the Welsh Assembly Government’s waste strategy consultation. 

The group welcomes many of the proposals in the consultation document but states that it has to be more ambitious in order to meet major environmental challenges, such as climate change.

 A Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth spokesperson said:

“Although the proposed waste strategy for Wales is an important step forward, it does not go far enough to address environmental problems such as climate change and resource depletion. It also falls short of what is being achieved in other parts of Europe.

“The proposed target of recycling 70 per cent of our waste by 2025 is already being met in places like Flanders and parts of Germany. We believe that it’s possible to achieve this in Wales by 2015. 

“Similarly, we believe that Wales could become a zero waste nation, in which waste has been eliminated, by 2030 rather than the proposed date of 2050. This means that far more emphasis must be placed on avoiding waste in the first place.
“We oppose incineration because it destroys valuable resources and undermines recycling and waste reduction by creating a long-term demand for waste as a fuel to burn. It produces a toxic ash, which has to be dumped in costly hazardous landfill sites, and emits more carbon dioxide than recycling and some other forms of waste treatment.

“We believe that mechanical biological treatment (MBT) systems, which are local and small-scale, are the best ways to recover and reuse waste resources and to reduce climate change impacts. Along with high recycling rates and a greater focus on waste reduction, this is the best way forward for Pembrokeshire to deal with its waste. ”
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For further information contact Gordon James on 01437 563670
