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PEMBROKESHIRE FRIENDS OF THE EARTH
TESCO RAPPED FOR BACKING POWER BOAT RACE

Tesco is being urged to withdraw sponsorship from a power boat race that threatens marine wildlife off the west Wales coast.

The Round Britain Power Boat Race, involving 48 high speed boats, is due to arrive at Milford Haven on June 22nd and to head off on the next leg of the journey the following day. This has caused widespread anger amongst environmentalists because of the harmful impact the boats could have on marine wildlife, such as porpoises, dolphins, seals and birds such as puffins.
Although it is doubtful that the race can be stopped at this stage, Friends of the Earth has written to the chief executive of Tesco calling on the company to withdraw its sponsorship for the race. 
Friends of the Earth spokesperson, Gordon James, said:

“The seas off Pembrokeshire are abundant with wildlife, such as porpoises, dolphins, seals and a variety of birds at this time of year. There is widespread concern that a large number of power boats racing through this area could harm this wildlife. It will be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to avoid disturbance or collision with these creatures during such a high speed race.


“Tesco’s policy on sustainable seafood sourcing is to be welcomed and includes conserving fish stocks, avoiding whaling and sealing, and supporting sustainable fishing methods. However, the harm to marine wildlife that this race could cause must also be taken into account.

“No local bodies were consulted regarding the route of this race. Although there has been recent correspondence with the race organisers, these concerns have not been taken fully into account and it appears that, despite the widespread opposition, the race will go ahead largely on the present route.

“This is an event which will waste hundreds of gallons of fuel at a time when we all should be making every effort to reduce the amount we use and be more aware of our carbon footprint. Indeed, Tesco’s own website states that they are “Setting an example by measuring and making big cuts in Tesco's greenhouse gas emissions around the world”. Whilst this may be true in their stores and operations, it is severely undermined by supporting this event.
“We have asked Tesco to withdraw their sponsorship of this race due to the negative effects it will have on climate change and biodiversity.”
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For further information phone Gordon James 07712038591 or Haf Elgar on 02920 229557

