March 31st 2006

Letters to the Editor
The Western Telegraph

Haverfordwest

Dear Sir,

You correctly state that Friends of the Earth welcomes the increase in vehicle excise duty (VED) on ‘gas-guzzling’ vehicles, as announced by the chancellor in this year’s budget.

Unfortunately, the increase of, at most, £45 is, as you stated in your editorial, too small to make much difference. The government’s own research shows that VED would have to increase by around £300 to persuade most people to switch to cleaner cars on the lower VED rates. 

We believe that the chancellor should introduce the higher rate but that essential users, such as farmers, should qualify for an exemption.

In 2004, a quarter of all new car sales were for the most polluting vehicles in the highest VED band. By comparison, only two per cent of sales were for the most fuel efficient vehicles that are the cleanest and the cheapest to run.

With road transport fuelling climate change by contributing over twenty per cent of the UK’s carbon dioxide emissions, this situation can no longer be allowed to continue. 

Yours sincerely

Gordon James

Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth

c/o SPAN Arts

Narberth

