Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth
c/o SPAN Arts

 Town Moor

Narberth

SA67 7AG

November 4th 2009

Mr C Jones

Planning Department

Pembrokeshire County Council

County Hall

Haverfordwest

Dear Mr Jones,

Re: Planning Application Reference 09/0544/PA 
Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth supports this application by Infinergy ltd to erect four wind turbines at Wear Point on the shores of the Milford Haven waterway.
Wind energy is one of the cleanest, safest and most cost-effective forms of energy available. The fuel is free and will never run out, and there are no waste products or pollution produced directly by its operation. It is technically the most advanced of the renewable energy options and can deliver much-needed cuts in greenhouse gas emissions now. In a world that is increasingly threatened by climate change, peak oil, insecure energy supplies and rising fossil fuel prices, wind energy has much to offer. 
Wind energy is one of the fastest growing sources of energy globally, second only to solar power, because it is effective at reducing emissions of climate-changing gases, such as carbon dioxide (CO2). According to the Global Wind Energy Council [http://www.gwec.net/index.php?id=13], over the past ten years global wind power capacity has grown at an average cumulative rate of over 30%. Last year was another record year with more than 27GW of new installations bringing the global total to over 120 GW.  This output will produce 260 TWh of electricity and save the emission of 158 million tonnes of CO2 a year. In the UK, wind energy output now stands at almost 4GW, generating enough electricity for over two million homes and saving well over four million tonnes of CO2 [http://www.bwea.com/ukwed/index.asp].
Numerous studies that assess the impacts of climate change and mitigation measures, such as those by the Inter Governmental Panel on Climate Change, the UK Committee on Climate Change and the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research at Manchester University, envisage a significant role for wind energy. Similarly, a study by Stanford University, which assessed alternative energy sources to fossil fuels, found that wind energy was by far the most promising in terms of climate change, human health, energy security, water supply, space requirements, wildlife, water pollution, reliability and sustainability. [http://news-service.stanford.edu/news/2009/january7/power-010709.html].

Despite the clear benefits of wind energy, particularly its significance in mitigating the impacts of climate change, planning applications for wind farms often trigger strong opposition from a vocal minority. A briefing paper produced by Friends of the Earth Cymru – ‘Wind Power: 20 Myths Blown Away’ - demonstrates that there is generally little substance to the arguments used against wind energy. It cites evidence, for instance, that opinion polls consistently show significant support for wind energy even amongst people who live close to wind farms. This paper can be found at: http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/wind_myths.pdf 
Minority NIMBY attitudes should not be allowed to impede the development of low-carbon energy systems that are vitally important in ensuring that we avoid the catastrophic consequences of climate change. Renewable energy also offers considerable economic and job creating benefits in a world that is rapidly developing greener technologies
Wind energy also has an important role to play in meeting renewable energy targets that have been set in Wales, the UK and the EU. The EU’s Renewable Energy Directive gives an indication of how challenging these have to be if they are to have a meaningful impact in reducing climate-changing emissions. Under this Directive, the UK will have to generate 15% of all its energy – electricity, heat and transport fuels – from renewable sources by 2020. It’s estimated that electricity generation from renewable sources will have to increase from 5% to 35% as its contribution to this overall target.

Wear Point wind farm, which, it is estimated, will produce enough electricity to meet the needs of over 5,000 homes, will make an important contribution to the disappointingly low level of renewable energy generation in Pembrokeshire. We also welcome the fact that it will contribute up to 10MW towards the Welsh Assembly Government’s admirable aim of generating 800MW of electricity from onshore wind farms by 2010 as part of its Technical Advice Note 8 planning policy. Wales is currently over 80% short of meeting this target. 
The fact that Wear Point wind farm will be sited on a brown-field site and in an industrialised location should also be a factor in its favour. Although landscape considerations are often put forward as a reason for objecting to wind farm applications, in this instance we believe that the four turbines could enhance the landscape of the Milford Haven waterway that is so dominated by the activities of the polluting oil and gas industries.
We are pleased that, according to the Non-Technical Summary, which has been provided with this application, a broad range of issues have been investigated and it would appear that no significant adverse impacts have been identified. 
Finally, we would like to stress the importance of implementing measures that can reduce emissions of climate-changing gases. Although there are some, including opponents of wind energy, who attempt to discredit the science of climate change, the scientific evidence is overwhelming and increasingly worrying. 

Even though natural factors, such as the cooling effect of the La Nina in the Pacific Ocean, have caused a slow-down in average global temperature rise since the exceptionally warm year of 1998, the underlying trend is definitely upwards. The ten warmest years on record (since 1850) have occurred since 1997 and all the years since 2000 have been in the top 14 warmest on record. Climate scientists have long recognised that temporary slowdowns occur even when levels of greenhouse gas emissions are increasing. 
A recent review by the United Nations of the scientific evidence for climate change warned that the situation was considerably worse than anticipated. The report, which was released on 24th September, stated:

“The pace and scale of climate change may now be outstripping even the most sobering predictions of the last report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). An analysis of the very latest, peer-reviewed science indicates that many predictions at the upper end of the IPCC's forecasts are becoming ever more likely. Meanwhile, the newly emerging science points to some events thought likely to occur in longer-term time horizons, as already happening or set to happen far sooner than had previously been thought.” 

The press release of this report can be found at:

http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=596&ArticleID=6326&l=en
This is just one example of many detailed and peer-reviewed reports that are warning that climate change is happening sooner and with greater intensity than anticipated. This evidence confirms the urgent need to develop renewable energy systems, such as wind power, in order to cut emissions of climate-changing gases as soon as possible.
We hope you will take these points into consideration when you assess this application.

Yours sincerely

Gordon James

Energy Campaigner

