August 4th 2006

The Editor

The Western Telegraph

Haverfordwest

Dear Sir,

In a few recent articles, your paper has commendably drawn attention to the issue of climate change. By contrast, your editorial of July 26th, in which you ridicule ‘doom-merchants’ for linking recent record-breaking temperatures with man-made climate change, was disappointing.

While the recent hot weather has been welcome in many respects, it would be foolish to ignore evidence that this is part of a worrying and worsening trend. All ten of the hottest years on record have occurred since 1990 and extremes of weather, such as storms, floods and droughts, are becoming much more frequent.

As scientists warn of the catastrophic consequences if we continue to emit climate-changing gases at present rates, our children and grandchildren would not forgive us if we failed to act.

Ridiculing these concerns is akin to urging passengers on the Titanic to carry on dancing while the ship steams straight towards an iceberg.

Yours sincerely

Gordon James

Energy Campaigner

Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth

c/o SPAN Arts

Town Moor

Narberth

