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ASSEMBLY URGED TO BLOCK OIL AND GAS ACTIVITY NEAR PEMBROKESHIRE COAST
Environment Minister, Carwyn Jones, is being urged to use his powers for wildlife protection to block Government proposals to grant licences to companies to drill for oil and gas off the west Wales coast. 
In a letter to the Minister, Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth state that he has responsibility for protecting the rich diversity of wildlife in the Cardigan Bay and Pembrokeshire coast areas. This, the group says, would be threatened by oil and gas activity. 
Energy spokesperson for the group, Gordon James, said:

“The seas off the west Wales coast are recognised as being one of the most important marine wildlife habitats in the UK and, as such, also have considerable economic value for the tourist and fishing industries.
“The area is renowned for its dolphins, porpoises, seal and whales and for a variety of birds. Species recorded from land and boat based surveys at Strumble Head last year, for instance, included Killer, Minke, Fin and Humpback Whales and Common, Riso’s and Bottlenose Dolphins. 
“The significance of the area has been recognised with the designation of both a part of Cardigan Bay and the seas off Pembrokeshire as  Special Areas of Conservation under the Habitats Directive. The Welsh Assembly Government is responsible for the implementation of the Habitats Directive within Welsh waters.”
Pembrokeshire Friends of the Earth state that drilling for oil and gas would threaten the important wildlife of the area and point to evidence of oil and chemical discharges in areas where this activity has taken place.

Gordon James continued:

“The OSPAR Convention annual report of 2002-03 stated that routine and accidental discharges from oil and gas rigs in European waters amounted to over 9,000 tonnes of oil in 2001. Similarly, the Environmental Data Services report of September 1997 stated that the offshore oil industry discharged 2,000 tonnes of alkyl phenol ethoxylates into the sea each year. These are oestrogenic chemicals known to disrupt fish reproduction.
“We welcome the rejection by the Countryside Council for Wales, the Welsh Assembly Government’s statutory advisers, of the DTI’s assessment of the environmental impacts of the proposed activity in Cardigan Bay as inadequate. This means that it cannot continue without possible breaches of the Habitats Directive. We and other organisations are closely monitoring the situation and would be prepared to take legal action if necessary.
“We are pleased to learn that the current round of licensing areas for oil and gas activity in the UK has been delayed because of the environmental concerns that have been raised. The campaign in west Wales to protect the extremely important wildlife of the area is beginning to be successful and must continue until the threat is removed.
“We also strongly believe that the crises of climate change should compel us to invest in energy efficiency improvements and in renewable forms of energy generation rather than exploit fossil fuels in wildlife rich areas. While politicians quite rightly talk about the need to address climate change, carbon dioxide emissions continue to rise because the rhetoric is not being matched by action. Permitting oil and gas activity in Cardigan Bay would represent another example of this failure.”
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For further information phone Gordon James on 01437 563670  
